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Solar Farm Marks One Year Anniversary of Operation  
 

CHAMPAIGN, IL – In its first year of commercial operation from December 11, 2015, 

to December 10, 2016, the Solar Farm generated 7,284 megawatt-hours (MWh) of 

clean, renewable energy for the Urbana campus, successfully meeting expectations.  

 

Under a 10-year power purchase agreement (PPA) with Phoenix Solar South Farms, 

LLC, the university acquires all of the power generated by the Solar Farm and all 

associated renewable energy credits and carbon credits. Notable first-year production 

achievements of the Solar Farm include: 

 

 Provided 1.95% of projected FY17 annual electricity consumption1 

 Supplied almost 14% of the campus electrical demand at noon on April 3, 

2016 

 Delivered 900 MWh of power to the campus grid in June 2016, the highest 

month of production 

 Frequently generated over 4 MW of power; system capacity is 4.68 MWac  

 Reduced the campus carbon footprint by more than 6,000 metric tons of CO2e  

 

The Illinois Climate Action Plan (iCAP), the Urbana campus’ strategic sustainability 

plan, set a goal of obtaining at least 120,000 MWh of power per year from low-

carbon sources by FY20. With the Solar Farm’s electrical production and the 

university’s wind PPA with Rail Splitter Wind Farm LLC, the campus is 25% of the 

way toward meeting this goal. 

 
Hourly information on the Solar Farm’s energy production and impact to campus 

since first-connected in November 2015 is available at: http://go.illinois.edu/solar.   

 
1 Excludes the demand from the National Petascale Computing Facility 
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Facilities & Services (F&S) provides and maintains a physical environment that is conducive to 
supporting learning, discovery, engagement, and economic development at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. F&S supports the university’s education, research, and outreach missions by 
improving the physical condition of the facilities and grounds through construction and building 
maintenance activities, providing utilities production and distribution, implementing energy 
conservation initiatives, and increasing customer satisfaction by delivering quality services in a 
responsive, reliable, and customer-focused manner. www.fs.illinois.edu 
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