
w a s t e m a n a g e m e n t & r e c y c l i n g
THE WASTE TRANSFER STATION IS AT THE CENTER 
OF CAMPUS WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING 
ACTIVITIES. THE STATION SUPPORTS THE OVERALL 
CAMPUS GOAL TO REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF MATERIAL 
ENTERING THE WASTE STREAM.

DISPOSING OF RECYCLABLES
There are more than a thousand recycling bins on campus in offices, hallways, 
dorms, and on the grounds in which to place paper, plastic, and aluminum cans. 
There is also a dedicated newspaper and cardboard drop-off location at the 
southeast corner of Oak Street and Kirby Avenue.  

PROCESSING RECYCLABLE MATERIALS
The Waste Transfer Station (WTS) operates daily recycling routes in addition to 
its regular trash routes. The recyclables collected from campus are deposited 
in storage bins. As recyclable material arrives at the WTS it is manually sorted. 
The trash is compacted and shipped to the landfill at a cost to the university. 
Recyclables are compressed into large bales and sold to a recycling mill. 

RECYCLING AND REUSING IN CONSTRUCTION 
In addition to paper, plastic, and aluminum, F&S recycles an average of 50% of 
construction demolition waste. This benefits the environment and adds points 
toward LEED® certification of our buildings. 

RECYCLING RESULTS
•	 Conserve	limited	resources
•	 Reduce	need	for	new	landfills
•	 Save	energy
•	 Reduce	greenhouse	gas	emissions
•	 Reduce	emissions	of	air	and	water	pollutants

RECYCLING TIPS
•	 Note	where	the	recycling	bins	are	in	your	area	and	use	them	whenever		 	
 possible
•	 Remove	the	lids	and	rings	from	plastic	bottles
•	 Perform	your	own	waste	audit	to	identify	ways	to	reduce	the	amount	of		 	
 waste generated
•	 Buy	items	made	from	recycled,	sustainable	products

® Registered trademark of the U.S. Green Building Council
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OTHER CAMPUS RECYCLING PROGRAMS
 
FLUORESCENT BULB RECYCLING
More than 120,000 fluorescent fixtures are installed in campus facilities. To avoid 
releasing mercury into the landfills, the laborer-electricians recycle fluorescent 
bulbs. The university recycles 99% of its light bulbs.

BATTERY RECYCLING PROGRAMS
Call2Recycle -	F&S	participates	in	the	Call2Recycle	rechargeable	battery	
program to recycle dead nickel, cadmium, and lithium batteries from power 
tools and cell phones (http://www.rbrc.org/). Receptacles in which to place used 
batteries are located in: 

•	 Physical	Plant	Service	Building
•	 Activities	Recreation	Center
•	 Vet	Med	Basic	Sciences	Building

Battery Solutions	–F&S	participates	in	the	Battery	Solutions	program	to	recycle	
single-use alkaline batteries (http://www.batteryrecycling.com/). Receptacles in 
which to place used batteries are located in: 

•	 Physical	Plant	Service	Building
•	 Activities	Recreation	Center
•	 Vet	Med	Basic	Sciences	Building
•	 Illini	Union

 
THE FUTURE OF RECYCLING ON CAMPUS
Zero Waste is a whole system approach to resource management centered 
on reducing, reusing, and recycling. To make recycling work for everyone, we 
need to buy products made from the materials we recycle. This reduces the 
need to utilize non-renewable resources by reusing materials that have been 
previously consumed. 

The goal of zero waste is to:
•	 Maximize	recycling
•	 Minimize	waste
•	 Reduce	consumption
•	 Ensure	products	are	made	to	be	reused,	repaired,	or	recycled
•	 Purchase	sustainable	products

Zero waste systems reduce greenhouse gases by: 
•	 Saving	energy	–	especially	by	reducing	energy	consumption	associated			
 with extracting, processing, and transporting raw materials and waste
•	 Reducing	and	eventually	eliminating	the	need	for	landfills	and		 	 	
 incinerators

Contact Information: 
Tracy Osby, coordinator 
Campus	Waste	Management 
217-244-7283 
tosby@illinois.edu 
http://fs.illinois.edu/services/waste-management-recycling
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